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IN LOC DE CUVANT iINAINTE...

Intr-o lume in care toate (ni) se intAmpld cu iuteala gandului, iar
rezultatele e absolut necesar sia se iveascda imediat, daca nu incd de ieri,
practicile de Invatare si predare a limbilor strdine au nevoie sd se adapteze si
sa tind pasul cu mersul firesc al lucrurilor. Studentii (si, in general, cetdtenii)
secolului XXI sunt exigenti si obisnuiti cu ritmul trepidant al informatiei
care curge coplesitor spre ei din mediile virtuale §i au nevoie de metode,
instrumente §i practici care sa le faciliteze achizitia unei limbi straine (si /
sau a unui anumit tip de vocabular de specialitate) in ritmul in (si cu) care
sunt obignuiti sa traiasca.

The ABC of ESP faciliteazd acest proces de achizitie lingvistica,
propunand o practica sustinutd a studiului limbajelor de specialitate, extinsa
pe cincisprezece capitole. Adund, intre copertile sale, pentru studentii
facultatilor de stiinte politice, relatii internationale, comunicare si jurnalism,
un limbaj de specialitate ilustrat in fragmente de texte contemporane, auten-
tice, care evidentiazd notiuni de vocabular din sfera stiintelor politice.
Cunoasterea acestui tip de vocabular specific i.e. jargon de specialitate
(ESP) faciliteaza studierea si intelegerea textelor de expresie engleza,
circumscrise acestui domeniu de studiu.

Textele de specialitate, privite ca pretext de invatare, prezentate
modular, sunt izvorul vocabularului specific pe care mi-am propus sa il
ilustrez astfel, subliniind permanent versatilitatea si plasticitatea
contextuald a limbii engleze. Acestea includ (dar nu se limiteaza la)
materiale bibliografice de expresie englezd destinate studiului individual
pentru diferite materii curriculare, articole de lege, tratate si conventii
internationale sau alte texte de specialitate din domeniu.

Studiul limbajelor de specialitate se impleteste cu cel al vocabularului
academic in exercitiile de sinonimie propuse, iar textele de cunostinte
generale, denumite generic Trivia abordeaza teme de interes comun,
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socio-cultural si contin intrebari de verificare a intelegerii corecte a acestora
(1a subcapitolul Reading Comprehension Questions).

in zorii infocratiei', The ABC of ESP deschide o invitatic de a
parcurge impreuna, capitol dupa capitol, un abc al comunicarii, in pastile
clare si compacte de continut, pe marginea carora imi propun sa discutdm la
fiecare curs. A sti devine indispensabil in secolul comunicarii virtuale, al
internetului, al vitezei ametitoare a zilelor si realizarilor de tot felul, unde
avem de depdsit obstacole importante, pe calea sinuoasd a transformarii
informatiei (mai abundentad ca niciodatd) in cunoastere. Va invit sa facem
impreuna cativa pasi In aceasta directie.

M-ar bucura sa stiu ca The ABC of ESP este (sau va fi) de folos nu
doar studentilor cu care lucrez zi de zi, la curs, pe parcursul anului
universitar, ci si specialistilor din domeniul stiintelor politice sau al
administratiei publice, politicieni sau nu, diplomati, jurnalisti, oameni din
media, care doresc sd stie mai mult sau care (re)viziteaza acest tip de
vocabular de specialitate, din timp in timp si vor considera The ABC of
ESP a fiun instrument de lucru util si oportun.

Conf. univ. dr. Silvia Osman
Bucuresti, 2023

www.silvia-osman.ro

! Byung-Chul-Han, Infocracy — Digitalization and the Crisis of Democracy, Polity Press,
Medford, MA, USA, 2022
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DINCOLO DE CE STIM DEJA

Un limbaj profesional este o valoare cultivatd cu mult efort si
perseverentd. Dincolo de ce stim deja, exprimarea fluentd in termeni
profesionali, folosind o limba de circulatie internationald, precum limba
engleza (lingua franca a zilelor noastre) este dovada unei gandiri extrem de
tintite, laconica, calculata si clard, in mod cert. Un specialist intr-un
domeniu oarecare are nevoie doar de 20 secunde pentru a convinge un
auditoriu (fie ei parteneri de dialog, clienti, alegdtori, pacienti sau studenti)
cat de bun este in meseria lui. Intr-un mod miraculos, valoarea sa
profesionald se tripleaza cand poate jongla cu termeni de specialitate, in
limba engleza, folosind un grai specific, usor inteligibil colegilor de breasla,
vorbitori nativi ai unei alte limbi sau oricarui alt partener de dialog in
context profesional. Astdzi, o englezd ,de bucatirie”, generala, este
inconsistentd pentru o carierd care implicd comunicare specifica, schimb,
miscare, cooperare, integrare, globalizare. In mod cert, pentru un bun jurist,
existd doud tipuri de limba englezd: una comuna (a strdzii si a schimbului
primar de informatie) si una pretioasa, discursiva, academicd, eleganta,
rezervatd domeniului sdu specific de activitate, cu semnificatii particulare,
adecvate contextului dat. Silvia Osman le ,,are” pe amandoud, la indemana
si jongleaza cu ele Intr-un du-te vino molipsitor. Nu doar ca le are — dar le si
oferd Intr-un format clar, organizat, concis, usor de folosit si de asimilat ca
informatie oricui 1si doreste sd iasa din zona de confort a englezei comune si
sd Invete subtilitatile unui limbaj de specialitate. Cu o inteligenta specifica
doar ei, a imbinat substantd si tehnica usor de captat pentru orice retea
neuronald, Intre copertile unei carti. Prin cele 15 unitdti cuprinse in volumul
The ABC of ESP — English for Political Science a creat 15 punti de
legaturd intre un limbaj sofisticat si viata cotidiand, alegand cu madiestrie
texte de actualitate, de interes real, pe care apoi le-a ,,disecat” pand la cele
mai mici elemente pe care le contine, pentru a le face inteligibile celor
interesati sa le descifreze: expresii, sens si sinonime. Silvia Osman a creat
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un adevarat ABC pentru politicieni maturi si hotdrati, dornici sa progreseze
si sd se dezvolte continuu din punct de vedere profesional. Si nu doar atat.
Juristii, expertii in relatii internationale si diplomatii isi pot aroga cu
usurintd si beneficia, in egald masurd, de acest tip de vocabular de
specialitate, atunci cand nu 1l stdpanesc, incd, in totalitate. Jurnalistii ,
precum si toti cei interesati de tehnici de comunicare, il pot transforma in
abc-ul lor specific si vor gasi, in mici pastile de text, informatie utila in
orice context profesional cotidian. Felicitari si multumim Silvia Osman
pentru o alta poartd de acces spre un limbaj de specialitate atat de necesar
tuturor celor care au depasit nivelul de cunoastere al englezei uzuale!

Diana Sarcu
Doctor habilitat in drept, profesor universitar,
Judecator la Curtea Europeand a Drepturilor Omului

Strasbourg, 1 septembrie 2023
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UNIT 1

“Heaven and Earth never agreed better to frame a place for

man’s habitation.”
— Captain John Smith, 1607

==
Texts & Excerpts: =
ESP Vocabulary Sources

[
— ""’f::i. . . . .
“—— Presidential Primaries and Caucuses

Primaries and caucuses are two ways that people help states and
political parties choose presidential nominees. Learn how they work and the
differences between the processes.

How State Primaries and Caucuses Work

State primaries are run by state and local governments. Voting
happens through secret ballot.

Caucuses are private meetings run by political parties. They are held
at the county, district, or precinct level. In most, participants divide
themselves into groups according to the candidate they support. Undecided
voters form their own group. Each group gives speeches supporting its
candidate and tries to get others to join its group. At the end, the number of
voters in each group determines how many delegates each candidate has
won.

Both primaries and caucuses can be "open", "closed", or some hybrid
of the two.

15



e During an open primary or caucus, people can vote for a candidate
of any political party.

e During a closed primary or caucus, only voters registered with that
party can take part and vote.

"Semi-open" and "semi-closed" primaries and caucuses are variations
of the two main types.

/o
| '/:.l

V=) Awarding delegates from the primaries and caucuses

At stake in each primary or caucus is a certain number of delegates.
These are individuals who represent their state at national party conventions.
The candidate who receives a majority of the party’s delegates wins the
nomination. The parties have different numbers of delegates due to the rules
involved in awarding them. Each party also has some unpledged delegates
or superdelegates’. These delegates are not bound to a specific candidate
heading into the national convention.

When the primaries and caucuses are over, most political parties hold
a national convention. This is when the winning candidates receive their
nomination.

For information about your state's presidential primaries or caucuses,
contact your state election office or the political party of your choice.

3 ; The US Constitution

Artl.S1.3.1 Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances®

“Article I, Section 1:

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of
the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives.

The Legislative Vesting Clause, along with the coordinate Executive
and Judicial Vesting Clauses, delineate the powers the Framers accorded to

? https://ballotpedia.org
? https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/artl-S1-3-1/ALDE_00013290/
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the National Government’s Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Branches.
Separating the powers to legislate, to execute, and to adjudicate into
separate government departments was a familiar concept to the Framers. As
noted by James Madison in the Federalist No. 47, political theorist Baron
Charles de Montesquieu had written about the separation of powers concept
almost 100 years earlier.' Consequently, when the colonies separated from
Great Britain following the American Revolution, the framers of the new
state constitutions generally embraced the principle of separation of powers
in their charters. The framers of the new state constitutions, however, did
not necessarily incorporate systems of checks and balances. Accordingly,
violations of the separation of powers doctrine by state legislatures were
commonplace prior to the convening of the Constitutional Convention.
Theory as much as experience guided the Framers in the summer of 1787.

In drafting the Constitution, the Framers considered how to order a
system of government that provided sufficient power to govern while
protecting the liberties of the governed. The doctrine of separation of
powers, which the Framers implemented in drafting the Constitution, was
based on several generally held principles: the separation of government
into three branches: legislative, executive, and judicial; the concept that each
branch performs unique and identifiable functions that are appropriate to
each branch; and the proscription against any person or group serving in
more than one branch simultaneously.

While the Constitution largely effectuated these principles, the
Framers’ separation of power was not rigid, but incorporated a system of
checks and balances whereby one branch could check the powers assigned
to another. For example, the Constitution allows the President to veto
legislation, but requires the President to gain the Senate’s consent to
appoint executive officers and judges or enter into treaties. Some critics of
the proposed Constitution objected to what they regarded as a curious
mixture of government functions and powers. In response to criticism that
the Constitution blurred the powers accorded to the three branches of
government, James Madison wrote a series of essays addressing this issue.

In the Federalist No. 47, Madison relied on the theories of Baron de
Montesquieu in addressing critics of the new Constitution. According to
Madison, Montesquieu and other political theorists did not mean that these

17



departments ought to have no partial agency in, or no control over, the acts
of each other, but rather liberty was endangered where the whole power of
one department is exercised by the same hands which possess the whole
power of another department. Madison further reasoned that neither sharply
drawn demarcations of institutional boundaries nor appeals to the electorate
were sufficient to protect liberty. Instead, to secure liberty from
concentrated power, Madison argued, consists in giving to those who
administer each department the necessary constitutional means and personal
motives to resist encroachments of the others. Thus, James Madison
famously stated: Ambition must be made to counteract ambition. The
interest of the man must be connected with the constitutional rights of the
place.

To achieve the principles articulated by Madison in the Federalist No.
47, the Constitution features many checks and balances. For example,
bicameralism reduces legislative predominance, while the presidential veto
gives the President a means of defending his priorities and preventing
congressional overreach.

The Senate’s role in appointments and treaties provides a check on
the President. The courts are assured independence from the political
branches through good-behavior tenure and security of compensations, and,
through judicial review, the courts check the other two branches. The
impeachment power gives Congress authority to root out corruption and
abuse of power in the other two branches.

ESP ‘Werndo
OF THE WEEK

kly words to enhance
language

caucus 7 - 1) small group of people in a political party or organization
who have a lot of influence or similar interests; 2) in the US: meeting held
to decide which candidate a political group will support.

system of checks and balances — rules intended to prevent one
person or group from having too much power within an organization.

18



office n — 1) work room or part of a company (We’ve got offices in
London and Madrid.); 2) a position of authority and responsibility in a
government or other organization; 3) a department of the national
government in Britain, or an official government organization: the Home
Office, the Foreign Office, the Office of Fair Trading etc.

Primaries n — in the USA, an election in which people who belong to
a political party choose who will represent that party in an election for
political office.

to draw (drew, drawn) up (phrasal verb) — 1) to prepare something,
usually something official, in writing 2) to move a chair near to someone or
something

to impeach v — to make a formal statement saying that a public
official is guilty of a serious offence in connection to their job, especially in
the US.

to set down v — (phrasal verb) 1) to write or print something,
especially to record it in a formal document; 2) if a vehicle sets down a
passenger, it stops so that the passenger can get out; 3) to land an aircraft

to set out v — (phrasal verb) 1) to start a journey; 2) to start an activity
with a particular aim; 3) to give the details of something or to explain it,
especially in writing, in a clear, organized way; 4) to arrange something,
usually a number of things, in an attractive and organized way.

An unpledged delegate is a delegate to a political party's presidential
nominating convention who is free to support any presidential candidate of
their choosing.

pledged delegates — delegates who are bound to support a candidate
to whom they are pledged. Unpledged delegates are sometimes referred to
as "superdelegates."

encroachment — intrusion on a person's territory, rights, etc.
synonymous with intrusion, inroad, trespass, invasion.
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Vocabulary Practice

/ S |
s S -
* Mok (P06 £S5
* Bringn u,vc,;muag, f

What a/vl ol
* (P, s cm!

» C(“a,

*Bwu-

x

X

Form full, coherent sentences with the newly acquired vocabulary for

best practice results.

Synonyms

1. If a client insists upon being stubborn, lawyers have to take claims

to court.
a. Obstinate
b. Indignant
c. Abject
d. Gauche
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