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Introduction

The present work is a study trying to grapple with and answer
questions revolving around globalization, the end of the
nation-state, global diasporas, new modernities, state and foreign
politics, cultural politics, contemporary manifestations of the
space geographically inscribed as United States of America.

Randomly selecting, concepts like multiculturalism,
ethnicity, discrimination, power, freedom, terrorism, community
are highlighted topics in the academic and narrative accounts of
America of our times and massively habitual to the public
discourse. These have become emblematic for this country, for
its image in the world and for how we ‘see’ America.

The book represents a Romanian perspective on the
American phenomenon, trying to capture the complexity of a
reality which sparked controversy and generated strong opinions
among sociologists, economists and philosophers alike.

But more than that, the following endeavor, reflecting the
changing capabilities in the world, does not wish to take the West
as a paradigmatic subject-object of history and scrutiny, but rather
envisages it as part of the monumental shift in archetypal
conditions and multiple reconfigurations brought to the forefront
by facts and cultural theory in the 21st century.

Rather than looking at America as an already “constructed”
subject-object, the study analyses it as continually in-the-making,
a counterpart in a myriad play of relations – both in theory and in
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reality, no longer a pivotal piece on the chessboard of the world,
but a player alike, multi-faceted and in convoluted re-positioning.

Research took as launching ground the present time, which
is overtaken by new subjectivities released in the flux of global
movements, overridden by the reign of the image, of the internet,
of free mobility of culture and capital, ongoing migration of people
both permanent and temporary across national boundaries,
redefining what it means to be center or periphery and permanently
exchanging the place of the two at the level of a modern society
inclusionary of modern institutions.

Deliberately opting for several loci of interest in the analysis
(international relations, globalization, diaspora problematics etc.)
and choosing to study relations and ongoing processes, rather
than well-defined subjects, from the start, the endeavor reaches
for several points of entry into the study.

Clearly positioning research within the realm of Cultural
Studies, which by combining international relations, literary
analysis and sociology takes bearings from all these disciplines,
the study successfully re-integrates humanities and social sciences.
Also, the book departs from the assumption that culture mediates
and helps control and direct life in society, as well as regulates
the way people respond to actual events and history. In its essence,
a diverse society calls for many approaches to its study.

The study delves into problems of representation, multi-
culturalism, identity politics, transnationalism as discussed in
American intellectual thought, opening up America-the concept
to further re-shaping and translations active in the mechanisms
of perspective, outside writing. To this objective, what follows
argues for a several-sided intervention in the study of
multiculturalism within the field of American Studies against a
background of diversified social, economic and political
processes. Written against the archetypal Anglocentric gaze that
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uses a white-working-class-male view of America (the West) as
paradigmatic subject-object of history, text and motivator of all
research, I believe that a deeply nationalist, particularist and
localist type of analysis is rendered archaic by a colossal shift of
paradigmatic conditions and plural diasporic developments, all
part of the contemporary times. We are living in a time and place
that is dominated by new subjectivities crossing national borders
and circumscribing their identity to the flux of global trajectories,
amplified by image circulation via television and the Internet,
movement of economic and cultural capital which together have
produced transformations in the previously constructed view of
global hegemony.

In pace with more subtle or dramatically different changes
in perspective, “the new American Studies is going radically
comparativist” (Mailloux 110). Or, in John Rowe’s words, it
combines two models: one which “stresses the comparative
American cultures within the multiculture of the United States
and another that allows to situate domestic multiculturalism within
international, transnational, and potentially post-national contexts”
(Rowe 258, 265). In other words, these two dimensions of the
Comparative American Studies may be placed both internally
and externally to the cultural practices located within the
geographical borders of the United States. If one takes the internal
comparative approach, it displaces traditional American
exceptionalism, replaces frameworks of national homogeneity,
seeing not only separate group cultures within a by now ethnic
U.S., but also different versions of cultural hybridity and modes
of assimilating, resisting or deconstructing the American ethos.
The external view includes perspectives from outside the U.S.,
foreign translations of American policy in negotiating across
borders its position and relations with other states in the world.
Furthermore, a post-nationalist perspective will re-define the
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nation-state as main factor of cultural production and initiator of
political, economic or social process and will re-locate this
category within a more complex relation with other categories
such as race, class, ethnicity, religion and gender (Wiegman 1995).

A sub-title of an article in the 2009 January issue of The
Economist reads that “the greatest strength of America is that
people want to live here” (69). Indeed in America “a mother
addresses her college-age daughter in Korean; the daughter replies
in English. A muscular Korean man with a buzz cut reads a Korean
newspaper; his T-shirt proclaims in English: ‘Support our
Troops’” (69). From a strict quantifiable perspective, there are
many reasons for which immigrants, including Romanians choose
America as host land. Because America is so big and diverse,
immigrants have an increased number of choices and the
proportion of Americans who are foreign-born, at 13%, is higher
than the rich country average of 8.4% (The Economist 69). People
move for a variety of reasons and they come to America because,
among other things, they yearn for freedom or because they are
fleeing something. And again, why is America such a sought after,
desired country? Or, on the contrary, why is it so denigrated, bad
mouthed, even hated? A phenomenon that still excites so much
controversy is worth continual analysis, in pace with contemporary
re-alignments.

The theoretical premises informing the critical background
laid before the study of the American society is extended, among
others, to theories to be found in, or based on, D’Souza, Bloom,
Schlesinger, Kottak and Kozaitis concepts of African-American
racism, social identity, diversity, or Rosado’s and others’
assertions on multiculturalism. This goes along with Buck-Mors’s
(2002) discourses on transition, Adam Smith’s and Amartya Sen’s
views on human progress and nation wealth, post-colonial points
of entry into the logic of post-communism and its close relation
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to post-colonialism. Further, Benedict Anderson’s imagined
communities, Thomas Friedman’s and Joseph Stiglitz’s ideas on
globalization and on the cultural logic of globalization and
capitalism (Kraidy 2005, Jameson 1991) are added to the
conceptual field informing theory.

The outcome of such an approach is a critique of America
from a fresh perspective. The contribution of the book is that it
brings together many of the most influential voices discussing
America from the standpoints of native, ethnic or diasporic
perception. This suggests further that studying America from an
ethnic or diasporic point of view offers critical spaces for thinking
about the movements of modernity, leads to the erosion of the
“us”-“them” Eurocentric model of radical multiculturalism, adds
to existing knowledge about America and becomes essential to a
better understanding and building of transatlantic connections.

Adopting an evaluative methodology, the endeavor is
interested in the shifts of perspective related to the American
society as shaped by contemporary conditions, proposing a
dynamic and multi-angular analysis of interdisciplinary nature.

The data for research was collected through documentation
on theoretical frameworks and library research. This model of
analysis does not claim to provide a single answer to the questions
on how one should ‘see’ or understand America, but it does
provide an effective critical instrument against reductionist or
essentialist views on unique perspectives regarding society
anatomy in contemporary settings. Moving beyond the particu-
larities of the literature studies serving as points of departure, it
reflects objectively on the social history of subject entities in
transition and hopes to provide a working framework able to put
under scrutiny the heavy problematic of change in general and
usher in the possibility of assessment and re-articulation in other
similar contexts, as well.
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Moreover, the American space of representation becomes
an extremely significant reflection space for the Romanian cultural
identity. Given the role of the United States in the process of
globalization and the tendency of English to become the lingua
franca of globalization, the study asserts that the transatlantic
approach proposed engages the Romanian cultural space in a
productive dialogue with the culture of globalization, and it
enables the appraisal of the reciprocal impact of these two spaces.

In order to do that, the study will begin with a close look at
the realities of the United States both internal, as well as on the
international map, a comprehensive look at the transformations
of geo-political and cultural units under the pressures of conceptual
reconfigurations and globalization forces.
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Chapter 1

Below the Surface: American Internal
Realities and Outward Manifestations

1.1. Multiculturalism: Working Definitions, Identity
Politics, Cultures of U.S. Imperialism

Acknowledging the end of the Soviet Union and the
disintegration of the Communist bloc, the end of the Cold War
and the unification of Europe, one departs from the assumption
that the space geographically inscribed as Eastern Europe has
suddenly become what Homi Bhabha called “The Third Space”,
a space where it is “in the emergence of the interstices – the overlap
and displacement of domains of difference – that the intersubjective
and collective experiences of nationess, community interest, or
cultural value are negotiated” (Bhabha 1-2). In our case, including
and going beyond Bhabha’s remarks, it is a space striving to break
with the past and embrace the alluring features of the “free world”,
an in-between space, a space where during the process of
transition, hybrid forms play on polyphonic instruments, thus
inventing new relational logics and giving shape to new types of
“imagined communities” (Anderson 1991) and “imagined
geographies” (Said 1978) referring to the perception of space
created through images, texts, discourses, ideologies, as forms of
social constructionism. History and human choice have
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demonstrated that the communist system would not survive the
21st century. Central planning limited what society could achieve
(Hayek 1994), it was unable to adapt to the new realities of the
post-industrial world. Low standards of living, scarce access to
consumer goods and the lack of freedom in expression and
thought, have led to the dissolution of this type of state
organization. Amid “mindless uniformity” (Kenney 21) and
standardized mode of living, democracy and capitalism promised
a better world. The transition was, however, not easy in spite of
the luminous future ahead. It came with the high cost of a nostalgic
return to the past, hybridity and hybridization (Homi Bhabha,
Stuart Hall, Paul Gilroy – marking the post-colonial tinges),
indeterminacy, multiplicity, ambivalence and the violence of what
Leslie Sklair calls the “culture ideology of consumerism” (82).
Symptomatic for the countries that broke away from the Soviet
communism and from the Russian sphere of influence, Romania
embarked on a journey of re-territorializing its social and spiritual
space with the forms of Western modernity of which the U.S.
embodied a pinnacle.

Primarily concerned with ways of seeing America through
the filter of Romanian diasporic writing, this study starts with
problems of representation, multiculturalism, identity politics,
transnationalism as discussed in American intellectual thought,
opening up America-the concept to further re-shaping and
translations active in the mechanisms of diasporic writing. To
this objective, what follows argues for a several-sided intervention
in the study of multiculturalism within the field of American
Studies against a background of diversified social, economic and
political processes. Written against the archetypal Anglocentric
gaze that uses a white-working-class-male view of America (the
West) as paradigmatic subject-object of history, text and motivator
of all research, I believe that a deeply nationalist, particularist
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and localist type of analysis is rendered archaic by a colossal
shift of paradigmatic conditions and plural diasporic developments,
all part of the contemporary times. We are living in a time and
place that is dominated by new subjectivities crossing national
borders and circumscribing their identity to the flux of global
trajectories, amplified by image circulation via television and the
Internet, movement of economic and cultural capital which
together have produced transformations in the previously
constructed view of global hegemony.

In pace with more subtle or dramatically different changes
in perspective, “the new American Studies is going radically
comparativist” (Mailloux 110). Or, in John Rowe’s words, it
combines two models: one which “stresses the comparative
American cultures within the multiculture of the United States
and another that allows to situate domestic multiculturalism within
international, transnational, and potentially post-national contexts”
(Rowe 258, 265). In other words, these two dimensions of the
Comparative American Studies may be placed both internally
and externally to the cultural practices located within the
geographical borders of the United States. If one takes the internal
comparative approach, it displaces traditional American
exceptionalism, replaces frameworks of national homogeneity,
seeing not only separate group cultures within a by now ethnic
U.S., but also different versions of cultural hybridity and modes
of assimilating, resisting or deconstructing the American ethos.
The external view includes perspectives from outside the U.S.,
foreign translations of American policy in negotiating across
borders its position and relations with other states in the world.
Furthermore, a post-nationalist perspective will re-define the
nation-state as main factor of cultural production and initiator of
political, economic or social process and will re-locate this
category within a more complex relation with other categories
such as race, class, ethnicity, religion and gender (Wiegman 1995).


